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Elisa Reis (Chair)
Elisa Reis, Vice-President for Scientific Planning and Review of ISSC, is a
lifelong member of the Brazilian Academy of Sciences (ABC) and of The World
Academy of Sciences (TWAS). Former president of the Brazilian Association
for the Social Sciences (ANPOCS), she is professor of political sociology at the
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. Her major research interests are social
inequality, political change, and new patterns of interaction between state,
market and civil society. She is currently a member of the steering committee of the International
Panel on Social Progress (www.ipsp.org). The author of more than one hundred articles published in
Brazil and elsewhere, she has held visiting professorships at the University of California San Diego,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Ludwig Maximilian University Munich, and Columbia
University. She holds a PhD in Political Science from MIT.
Byung-joon Ahn
Dr Byung-joon Ahn is a life-long member of the National Academy of
Sciences, Republic of Korea. He received a PhD from Columbia University in
1972, and taught at Western Illinois University, the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor; University of California, Berkeley; SAIS, Johns Hopkins University;
and George Washington University. After returning to Korea in 1978, he
became professor of political science at Yonsei University until 2001. He was
appointed as a member of the National Academy of Sciences, Republic of
Korea, in 2000. After retiring from Yonsei in 2001 he became a visiting professor of international
relations at the National Graduate Institute of Policy Studies in Japan (2002-2004) and at the KDI
School of Public Policy and Management in Korea (2004-2015). He advised the Korean Government
and research institutions on Asian security issues, North-South relations and international political
economy between 1980 and 2001. He is the author of over ten books and many articles in Korean
publications and English-language journals including Foreign Affairs. Recently he has focused his
interests on America’s and China’s grand strategies, and global governance. He taught on global
governance and the G-20 at the KDI School’s Young Leadership programme. Most recently, he
conducted a case study of global governance on climate change by analyzing the international and
national political processes through which the Paris Agreement was concluded in December 2015.
Sami Aoun
Sami Aoun is Professor at the Center for Contemporary Religious Studies at the University of
Sherbrooke, Québec, Canada; and Director of the Observatory of the Middle East and North Africa at
the Raoul-Dandurand Centre at UQAM (L'Université du Québec à Montréal). He is co-founder and codirector of the Observatory on Radicalisation and Extreme Violence. Major interests are applied
politics, challenges and conflicts in the Middle East, ethics and international decision-making,

democracies, the legitimacy of political systems, religion and modernity, Islam and the West, Canada
and the Middle East.
Manfried Max Bergman
Professor Manfred Max Bergman is Chair of Social Research and
Methodology at the University of Basel, Switzerland. Previous academic
affiliations include the Universities of Cambridge, Essex, Florence (European
University Institute), Geneva, Johannesburg, Lausanne, Pretoria,
Stellenbosch, St. Gall, the Witwatersrand, and Zurich. He is currently
Extraordinary Professor at the Universities of the Western Cape and the Free
State, and Visiting Professor at the University of International Business and
Economics, Beijing. The main focus of his work is on sustainability in relation to the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), particularly the interdependence between societies, business, and
governments in a globalized world. In pursuing policy-relevant and change-oriented research relating
to societal sustainability, he is working on a new social science research approach, entitled Social
Transitions Research (STR). Professor Bergman is a member of the Research Council of the Swiss
National Science Foundation, the Swiss UNESCO NatCom, and the Sustainable Development
Solutions Network (SDSN), a global initiative for the United Nations. He is chair of the World
Sustainability Forum (Cape Town, 2017; Beijing and Cangzhou, 2018).
Madeline Carr
Madeline is a Reader in International Relations at Cardiff University. Her
research looks at the ways in which new technology both reinforces and
disrupts conventional frameworks for understanding International Relations
and the implications of this for state and global security, order and
governance. Madeline has published on cyber norms, internet freedom,
multi-stakeholder internet governance, and the public/private partnership in
national cyber security strategies (research funded by the British Council). Her book US Power and
the Internet in International Relations is published with Palgrave MacMillan. Madeline is a co-lead on
the Standards, Governance and Policy stream of the UK’s £10M PETRAS research hub on the cyber
security of the Internet of Things. She is also the Principal Investigator on an Engineering and Physical
Sciences Research Council (EPSRC)-funded (£480K) project looking at the ways in which cyber
security policy makers evaluate evidence. Madeline was selected in 2014 for the Welsh Crucible as a
future research leader and is a multi-award winning teacher.
Nazli Choucri
Nazli Choucri is Professor of Political Science at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT). She is the architect and Director of the Global System
for Sustainable Development (GSSD), a multi-lingual knowledge networking
system focusing on the multi-dimensionality of sustainability. As Principal
Investigator of an MIT-Harvard multi-year project on Explorations in Cyber
International Relations, she directed a multi-disciplinary research initiative

and the construction of a web-based knowledge system on Cybersecurity. The author of eleven
books and over 120 articles, she previously served as the Associate Director of MIT’s Technology and
Development Program. More recently, she completed two terms as President of the Scientific
Advisory Committee of UNESCO's Management of Social Transformation (MOST) Program.
Abdoullah Cissé
Professor Abdoullah Cissé is a Barrister with Carapaces, Senegal and President of the CODESRIA
(Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa) Democratic Governance Institute.
[Full biography to follow]
Carola Garcia-Calvo
Carola García-Calvo is Senior Analyst of the Programme on Global Terrorism
at the Elcano Royal Institute and Associate Professor at the Department of
International Relations at the Universidad Pontificia Comillas. She holds a
PhD in Political Science from the Universidad Rey Juan Carlos (URJC). She has
been Coordinator for the Master’s Degree on Terrorism Studies at the
Universidad International de la Rioja (UNIR) and Associate Professor at the
Department of Political Science at the Universidad Nacional de Educación a
Distancia (UNED). Her research areas include global terrorism and counterterrorism, processes of
violent radicalization in Western countries, preventing and countering violent radicalization
(strategies, programmes and policies) with particular attention to the specific role of women.
Sophia Huyer
Sophia Huyer is the Flagship Leader for Gender and Social Research at the CGIAR system Research
Program on Climate Change, Agriculture, and Food Security (CGIAR-CCAFS); and Executive Director,
Women in Global Science and Technology (WISAT). [Full biography to follow]
Junji Koizumi
Junji Koizumi is Secretary-General of IUAES, the International Union of
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, a long-time member of ISSC. He is
former Trustee and Executive Vice-President and former Dean of the School
of Human Sciences and Professor Emeritus of Osaka University, and he
currently is Auditor of NIHU, the National Institutes for the Humanities of
Japan. He is also former Chair of WCAA, the World Council of
Anthropological Associations, and former President of JASCA, the Japanese
Society of Cultural Anthropology. He served as a member of numerous committees for grants and
fellowships in addition to being a leader of large-scale projects including “Conflict Studies in the
Humanities.” He is an anthropologist who earned a doctorate at Stanford University and was a
Member of the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton. He has carried out fieldwork in a rural area
of Latin America and is specialized in interpretive theories.

Paty Romero Lankao
Paty Romero Lankao is Senior Scientist, National Center for Atmospheric Reasearch (NCAR). [Full
biography to follow].
Sebastien-Yves Laurent
Professor Sébastien-Yves Laurent, a political scientist and historian, is a
Professor at the University of Bordeaux (Faculty of Law and Political Science).
There he runs the trilingual Master’s Degree “Global security and analysis”.
He specializes in the applied role of social sciences for analysis. He has
published widely in journals in the field of security studies, and has published
several books and edited collections. Professor Laurent is a member of the
editorial board of Intelligence and National Security.
Taibat Lawanson
Taibat Lawanson is an Associate Professor in the Department of Urban and
Regional Planning, University of Lagos, Nigeria. She holds a PhD in Urban and
Regional Planning from the Federal University of Technology, Akure, Nigeria.
She has conducted extensive research on issues relating to urban informality,
environmental justice and pro-poor development. She is interested in how
formal and informal systems can synthesize in the emerging African city, and
has written or co-authored over 50 articles in peer-reviewed journals, books
and conference proceedings. She is a member of the editorial advisory board of Area Development
and Policy journal, and a United Nations Policy Expert on Urban Governance, Institutional and
Capacity Development. Taibat is also a 2013 World Social Science Fellow of the International Social
Science Council.
Awino Okech
Dr Awino Okech is a lecturer at the Centre for Gender Studies at the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London. Dr Okech brings
over twelve years of social justice transformation work in Eastern Africa, the
Great Lakes region, and South Africa to her teaching and research work.
Awino has worked with and supported international and inter-governmental
organisations on women’s rights, conflict transformation, policing and
security sector governance. Her contribution to research and knowledge
transfer is reflected in her role as lead researcher for Niger and Burkina Faso in a United Nations
Economic Commission of Africa commissioned study on “Causes and Consequences of conflict in the
Sahel” in 2015. She also served as the lead drafter for the African Union’s Operational Guidelines on
Gender and Security Sector Reform in 2014 and supported UNDP’s Somaliland Civilian Police
Programme to review their police reform work in Hargeisa in 2012. Her publications include, among
others: Women and Security Governance in Africa (2011) co-edited with Funmi Olonisakin; Gendered
security: Between ethno-nationalism and constitution making in Kenya (2013); Dealing with
Asymmetrical Conflict: Lessons from Kenya (2015); Boundary Anxieties and Infrastructures of

Violence: Exploring Somali Identity in Post-Westgate Kenya (forthcoming) and Protest and Power:
Gender, State and Society in Africa (forthcoming).
Tatsuyoshi Saijo
Tatsuyoshi Saijo is programme director at the Research Institute for
Humanity and Nature and director at Research Institute for Future Design at
Kochi University of Technology. He received his PhD in economics at the
University of Minnesota (1985). He was lecturer at Ohio State University,
assistant professor at UC Santa Barbara, associate professor at Tsukuba, and
professor at Tsukuba, Osaka, Hitotsubashi and Kochitech. His major field of
interest is an emerging new field called Future Design that aims to design
social systems that create ‘futurability’, and to practice those systems where decisions and
behaviours towards futurability will make individuals happier if their actions will enrich future
generations, even if the current benefit to them is reduced. His major publications include
Negotiating with the future in Sustainability Science (2017). He is currently a member of Science
Council of Japan.
Yasuhiko Saito
Professor Yasuhiko Saito’s main fields of work are demography and
gerontology in general, and health expectancy and aging and health in
particular. He has been involved in activities of a research network on health
expectancy called REVES over the last 25 years. He is interested in studying
both substantial and methodological issues on health expectancy. In recent
years, he has been conducting longitudinal survey in Japan, and using
longitudinal studies in Asia for his research activities. His current work
includes “A cross-national comparison of hypertension among elderly in Japan and Singapore,”
“Active life expectancy by sex and SES in Singapore.” Professor Saito is a member of the International
Social Science Council (ISSC) Executive Committee, and Chair of the World Social Science Forum Local
Program Committee.
Rajib Shaw
A Japanese national of Indian origin, Rajib Shaw is the professor in Graduate
School of Media and Governance in Keio University’s Shonan Fujisawa
Campus (SFC). Earlier, he was the Executive Director of the Integrated
Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR), a decade-long research program cosponsored by the International Council for Science (ICSU), the International
Social Science Council (ISSC), and the United Nations International Strategy
for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR). He is also the Senior Fellow of the Institute
of Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) Japan, and the Chairperson of SEEDS Asia, a Japanese NGO.
Previously, he served as a Professor in the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies of Kyoto
University. His expertise includes community-based disaster risk management, climate change
adaptation, urban risk management, and disaster and environmental education. He is the editor of a
book series on disaster risk reduction published by Springer, and is the Co-chair of UN ISDR’s Asia

Science Technology Academic Advisory Group (ASTAAG). Professor Shaw has published more than 45
books and over 300 academic papers and book chapters.
Asuncion Lera St. Clair
Dr Asuncion Lera St. Clair is Senior Principal Scientist at the Climate Action
Programme of DNV GL Technology and Research. Asun holds an MA in
Philosophy and a PhD in Sociology and has over 20 years of experience on
solutions oriented research in the interface between poverty, development and
climate change. Her current work focuses on mobilizing business for climate
resilient pathways and sustainable development solutions. In particular, Asun
works on the dilemmas and potential of private governance to fast track action towards equitable
transformations to sustainability. Asun is the UNFCCC Business and Industry (BINGO) representative
to the Adaptation Committee for the Technical Examination Process on Adaptation working group,
(TEP-A), a member of the Future Earth Engagement Committee, a member of the Board of Governors
of the International Centre of Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), and a member of the
editorial boards of several international journals. Her work has contributed to the development of
the International Social Science Council (ISSC) social science agenda for global change and
International Council for Science (ICSU) science review of the SDGs. She was Lead Author for IPCC
AR5 Working Group II on Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. Before joining DNV GL Asun was
professor of sociology at the University of Bergen and Research Director of the Oslo Centre for
Climate Research-CICERO. Her full CV and list of publications is available here.
Jose Vieira
Jose Vieira is Professor in the Department of Civil Engineering, University of
Minho, Portugal and Head of the Hydraulics Division. Co-ordinator of research
projects in Environmental Hydraulics. He is a former Member of the
Portuguese National Council of Water (Ministry of Environment) (1994-2009);
former President of the Portuguese Sanitary and Environmental Engineering
Association. (1999-2007) and National Vice-President of the Portuguese
Professional Association of Engineers (2010 – 2016); President of FEANIEuropean Federation of National Engineering Associations (2014 – ) and a Member of the Executive
Council of WFEO-World Federation of Engineering Organizations (2014 – ). He has been a
Coordinator and participant in several national and international financial competitive R&D projects
in: water resources management (water quality mathematical modelling in rivers, estuaries and
coastal zones); sanitary engineering (drinking water and sanitation, waste management), and has
over 200 publications including books, book chapters, articles in peer reviewed journals, and papers
in national and international conferences.
Takashi Yamazaki
Takashi Yamazaki is a professor of Geography at Osaka City University, Japan.
He received his Ph.D in political geography from the University of Colorado at
Boulder in USA. His current research interest concerns the (de)militarization

of Okinawa and critical geopolitics of Japanese foreign policy. He was a co-chair of the International
Geographical Union (IGU) Commission on Political Geography from 2014 to 2016, and also a co-chair
of the Research Committee 15 on Political and Cultural Geography of the International Political
Science Association (IPSA) from 2007 to 2012. His publications include Space, Place, and Politics:
Towards a Geography of Politics (Nakanishiya, 2013 in Japanese), 'The US militarization of a 'host'
civilian society: the case of post-war Okinawa, Japan' in S. Kirsch and C. Flint (Eds) Reconstructing
Conflict: Integrating War and Post-War Geographies (Ashgate, 2011), and ‘The re-institutionalization
of island identities: the “textbook fight” in the Yaeyama Islands, Japan’ in D. Kaplan and G. Herb (Eds)
Scaling Identities (Rowman & Littlefield, in print).
Zhang Yan
Dr Zhang Yan is an Associate Professor at the School of Cultural and Social
Development at Southwest University and Deputy Director of the Center of
Social Climate Research at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. She has
served as the Associate Editor-in-Chief in the Social Development Series for
China Social Science Press and Editor for Social Development Research. As a
visiting scholar at the University of Cardiff, Yan taught Research Methods in
Social Work and Introduction to Social Work. From 2015 to 2017, Yan was the
Chair on a research grant called “Working Condition Research in Enterprise” which was funded by the
General Project Program of the National Social Science Foundation. She also served as the co-chair of
the research grant funded by the Key Project Program of the National Social Science Foundation
called “Social Climate Research in China” from 2014-2015.

